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OIE standards are based on science. Scientific studies can provide the necessary evidence to
support the creation, revision or updating of OIE standards for the benefit of the global community.
In consultation with the FEI and the IFHA, the OIE has identified priority areas to be addressed
through scientific studies.

After an international call for tenders launched by the OIE in 2015, the FEI and IFHA funded the following studies:

validation studies of diagnostic assays for African horse sickness (AHS) [1] (a serological assay); glanders [2]
(serological assays); and equine influenza (a molecular assay)

a study on the vaccination protocols against equine influenza
a review of AHS vaccine technologies and economic assessment of a new AHS vaccine.

The outcomes of these validation studies and of the study on equine influenza vaccination protocols were taken into
account by the relevant OIE Specialist Commissions when they revised the recommendations of the Manual of
Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals and the Terrestrial Animal Health Code. The results of the
studies on AHS vaccines were also recognised by the International Horse Sports Confederation (IHSC) in supporting
the development of a safer AHS vaccine.

Reliable diagnostic assays and effective vaccines are instrumental in disease prevention and control and for the safe
movement and importation of animals. Through its network of Reference Laboratories, Collaborating Centres and other
organisations, the OIE strives to engage in successful partnerships to support the development of science-based
standards.
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DOSSIER

Public–private partnership supporting scientific research to contribute to the OIE
standard-setting process

SUMMARY

The OIE–IHSC Public–Private Partnership supports scientific studies for the development or improvement of diagnostic assays or
vaccines for priority equine diseases. These studies have provided new evidence to support the science-based revision of the
relevant OIE standards.
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#World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE).
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