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The African Union Panafrican Veterinary Vaccine Centre (AU–PANVAC) was strengthened as part
of the second component of the VSPA project, in order to ensure the production and use of high-
quality PPR vaccines in Africa, in compliance with international standards.

Objectives

The expected results are as follows: reliable PPR vaccine quality control is provided; vaccine production laboratories
produce high-quality PPR vaccines; PPR vaccine quality is monitored at different levels (primary and secondary
storage in producing countries, secondary and tertiary storage in importing countries, and in the field prior to
administering vaccine to animals).

With AU–PANVAC (1) playing the central role, the issues addressed were related to vaccine certification, support for
producing laboratories and quality control support throughout the production and delivery chain [1]. These issues
included many aspects, particularly with regard to the stakeholders involved on a continental (regional economic
communities [RECs], African Union Inter-African Bureau for Animal Resources [AU–IBAR]), national (laboratories and
Veterinary Services, private actors, etc.), and international (international organisations) level. Vaccination registration
issues and the need for harmonisation were also addressed.

Implementation

The activities included recruitment, training and new equipment purchases at AU–PANVAC’s Headquarters (Bishoftu,
Ethiopia), strengthening the capacities of PPR vaccine producers to produce good-quality products through field
missions, and appropriate training sessions in the ten vaccine-producing laboratories concerned (2). They also included
field missions during vaccination campaigns in various African countries (3) and coordination meetings attended by
representatives of all members of the producing laboratory network (managed by AU–PANVAC).

The conclusions of component 2 of the VSPA project represented a major
contribution on the part of AU–PANVAC to preparing the Global Strategy for the
Control and Eradication of PPR

A ‘Quality control strategy for PPR vaccines produced in Africa’ [1] was prepared, which includes the definition of quality
control procedures for PPR vaccines in Africa. This strategy defines all the steps to be undertaken regarding the
shipment, customs clearance, reception, testing and certification of PPR vaccine samples at AU–PANVAC and it also
addresses vaccine registration issues and the need for harmonisation. It clarifies the roles and commitments of all
stakeholders (4), taking into account the legal, regulatory and institutional framework for their activities, and the tools
available (vaccine, tests, standards, post-vaccination monitoring tool, etc.).

Through its vaccine quality assurance systems, AU–PANVAC plays a pivotal role in facilitating the adoption of
improved methods for the production and quality control of priority vaccines in Africa. It also provides free quality
control for African Union (AU) member states.

National Veterinary Services and animal health practitioners must provide quality immunisation services, in other
words use a vaccine whose quality control has been certified by AU–PANVAC and ensure that the cold chain is
respected from storage to field. AU-IBAR and RECs, along with international organisations, will promote the use of PPR
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vaccines whose quality control has been certified by AU–PANVAC and these vaccines will be included in all specific
tenders.

Finally, along with AU–IBAR, AU–PANVAC helped to draft a scientifically sound African Union programme for the
progressive control of PPR in Africa [3]. The conclusions of component 2 of the VSPA project represented a major
contribution on behalf of AU–PANVAC to preparing the Global Strategy for the Control and Eradication of PPR [2].
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