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The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) international standards set out in the OIE Codes
[1, 2] and Manuals [3, 4] are used by the Competent Authorities of importing and exporting
countries to ensure that good practices are in place for the early detection, reporting and control of
animal diseases, and to ensure the safety of international trade in animals and animal products.

The process of putting OIE standards into practice involves a continuum of measures from surveillance, through to the
notification and control of diseases, to trade measures (see diagram).

This continuum consists of a series of processes, illustrated by the following examples.

Implementation of OIE standards by laboratories to carry out veterinary
diagnostic tests and surveillance

The Veterinary Research Institute of Tunisia is the national Reference Laboratory for the diagnosis of major animal
diseases. The laboratory draws on its full range of expertise to assist health authorities in decision-making. In order to
harmonise and improve the quality of diagnostic testing in the virology laboratory, two OIE twinning projects were
carried out, with the aim of developing a reliable and sensitive diagnostic in accordance with OIE standards [5, 6]. The
risk of expansion of emerging diseases, including Rift Valley fever (RVF), in previously disease-free regions requires the
implementation of effective surveillance programmes for animal populations. To achieve this, it is pivotal to regularly
assess the performance of existing diagnostic tests, and to evaluate the capacity of veterinary laboratories to detect
RVF infection in an accurate and timely manner. In this context, several external quality assessments were organised to
examine the diagnostic capacities of veterinary laboratories [7, 8].

https://oiebulletin.fr/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/04-3-2-2021-2_diagram_ENG.jpg
https://www.oie.int/en/what-we-offer/improving-veterinary-services/pvs-pathway/targeted-support/sustainable-laboratory-support/laboratory-twinning/
https://bulletin.woah.org
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Implementation of OIE standards to support disease freedom claims

National animal disease surveillance programmes may differ from one country to another, according to their specific
production systems and epidemiological situation. Therefore, OIE standards are result-oriented and do not prescribe
specific models. This creates a variable array of implementation patterns across the world. Nevertheless, the need to
comply with the notification obligations laid down in Chapter 1.1. of the Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal Health Codes
[1, 2] through the OIE-WAHIS reporting system, and the provision of structured frameworks for official recognition of
free status and for self-declaration of disease-free status, allows for some harmonised implementation.

Implementation of OIE standards to control animal diseases and ensure the
safety of international trade

In the Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal Health Codes, Sections 2 and 5, alongside various disease-specific chapters [1, 2],
address aspects of trade associated with the principles of the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement), particularly regionalisation. Concepts such as zoning and
compartmentalisation have been developed to enable countries to continue to trade safely, even in the event of animal
disease outbreaks.

Technical specifications of the People’s Republic of China for the management of specific animal-
disease-free zones and for the management of disease-free compartments [9, 10]

In regard to the OIE standards for disease-free zones, free zones have been established in China for foot and mouth
disease, highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) and specific equine diseases.

In accordance with the OIE principles for disease-free compartments, 6 compartments free from HPAI have been
established so far in 4 provinces, and 62 compartments free from African swine fever (ASF) have been established in
25 provinces.

The European Union (EU) policy on prevention, control and eradication of ASF [11]

Regionalisation (or zoning) is at the centre of EU policy on ASF. With legislation and guidelines based on the principles
laid down in the relevant OIE standards, the EU aims to prevent the introduction and spread of ASF on its territory by
ensuring safe trade of pigs and pig commodities through a comprehensive system of regionalisation. African swine
fever remains contained in limited areas of the EU and has already been eradicated in two of its Member States (the
Czech Republic and Belgium).

https://doi.org/10.20506/bull.2021.2.3294
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Putting OIE international standards into practice, to support countries’ claims of
freedom from disease and to facilitate safe international trade
Lessons learnt from practices of OIE Members for the implementation of OIE standards
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