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Forty-four percent of countries reported bovine tuberculosis (bTB) via the OIE World Animal Health
Information System (WAHIS) between January 2017 and June 2018. Only a quarter of the affected
countries were applying all the relevant control measures. Improved surveillance and accurate
reporting by a country’s Veterinary Services contributes to the prevention and control of bTB at the
animal source.

From January 2017 to June 2018, of the 188 countries and territories reporting their bTB situation to the OIE, 82
countries (44%) were affected, which demonstrates a widespread distribution of the disease (Fig. 1).

Fig. 1 – Global distribution of bovine tuberculosis in 2017 and first semester of 2018

Among the 82 affected countries, 29 (35.4%) countries reported the presence of bTB in both livestock and wildlife.
Two (2.4%) countries reported bTB present only in wildlife, compared to 51 (62.2%) which indicated that only livestock
were affected. Moreover, among these 82 affected countries, 66 (80.5%) provided quantitative data for outbreaks via
WAHIS, demonstrating relatively good reporting of the global situation of this disease. The persistence of the infection
in wildlife poses challenges for disease control in some countries [1], due to the potentially significant impact of wildlife
as reservoirs and spillover hosts.

What are we doing to fight bovine tuberculosis?

The implementation of relevant measures is crucial for preventing and controlling bTB at its animal source to avoid its
transmission between animals and to humans.

http://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-world/the-world-animal-health-information-system/the-world-animal-health-information-system/
http://www.oie.int/en/animal-health-in-the-world/the-world-animal-health-information-system/the-world-animal-health-information-system/
http://oiebulletin.fr/wp-content/uploads/2019/Panorama2019-1/3-1_map_ENG_72.jpg
https://bulletin.woah.org
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An analysis of the implementation of prevention and control measures for bTB by country, using WAHIS data, showed
that, among the affected countries, 23% had implemented all the relevant control measures. These were: active
surveillance, complete or partial stamping-out, and movement control. The majority (62%) of affected countries had
implemented some of the relevant measures. However, 3% of them had not applied any of these measures, and
therefore require strengthened control efforts.

Among the countries where the disease was reported as absent, the majority (82%) recorded implementing at least one
of the relevant prevention measures, namely surveillance and/or border control.

The above data demonstrate a high level of vigilance for bTB by affected and non-affected countries. As outlined in the
Roadmap for Zoonotic Tuberculosis [2], the collection and reporting of more complete and accurate data is considered
one of the priority areas for controlling zoonotic tuberculosis caused by Mycobacterium bovis. For this reason,
countries are encouraged to continue to maintain and improve their level of bTB surveillance and reporting.

http://dx.doi.org/10.20506/bull.2019.1.2912
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